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Welcome to Halidon Kindy 2026

It is with great excitement that | welcome you to Halidon Primary School and to the full-time
Kindergarten program. As one of the pilot schools in Western Australia leading this important
initiative, we will offer our youngest learners an engaging, nurturing and play-rich start to their

educational journey.

At the heart of our Early Childhood Education philosophy is a strong belief that children learn best
through play. Play is how children make sense of their world -it sparks curiosity, creativity and a
lifelong love of learning. Our classrooms and outdoor learning spaces are designed to encourage

exploration, discovery and imagination, while fostering social and emotional development.

Our teaching and learning approach is aligned with the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and
the National Quality Standard (NQS). Through intentional teaching and responsive relationships, we
support each child to develop a strong sense of belonging, being and becoming. We value each child
as an individual, and we work in partnership with families to ensure that every child feels safe and

supported.

As a school community, we live by our motto, “Growing in Wisdom.” We see wisdom not just as
knowledge, but as the ability to make thoughtful choices, show kindness and learn from experiences
-qualities we nurture from the very beginning of schooling. Our GRROW values, Gratitude,
Resilience, Respect, Ownership and Willingness, guide everything we do. They help our students

grow into confident learners and caring citizens who contribute positively to our community.

On a personal note, one of the true joys of being the Principal of
Halidon is getting to know the unique personalities of each of our
Kindergarten children. Watching them grow throughout the year is

incredibly rewarding.

| warmly welcome you to our school community and look forward

to sharing in your child’s learning journey.

Mrs Emily Palmer

Principal
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HALIDON CONTACTS
Principal Emily Palmer emily.palmer2@education.wa.edu.au
Deputy Principal (K-2) Kristy Atkinson kristy.atkinsonl@education.wa.edu.au
Deputy Principal (3-6) Giorgia Alford giorgia.alford@education.wa.edu.au
Kindergarten Teacher Kelly Edwards kelly.mcphee@education.wa.edu.au
Kindergarten Teacher Laura Allsopp laura.marriott@education.wa.edu.au
Manager of Corporate Services Fiona Langley fiona.langley@education.wa.edu.au
School Officer Katrina Reid katrina.reid@education.wa.edu.au
Library Officer Robyn Livingstone robyn.livingstone@education.wa.edu.au

Office Phone Number: 6207 2500
(Administration Office Hours: 8.00am to 4.00pm)

Student Absence: Please notify via Compass

Office Email Address: halidon.ps@education.wa.edu.au

School Website: www.halidonps@wa.edu.au

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/halidonps

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Term Dates for 2026

Term 1 -9 weeks
Monday 1° Feb — Thursday 2" April

Term 2 -11 weeks
Monday 20" April — Friday 3™ July

S.D.D (School Development Days — Pupil Free)
and Public Holidays:

> Labour Day 2" March
> Good Friday 3™ April

S.D.D (School Development Days — Pupil Free)
and Public Holidays:

> ANZAC Day Monday 27 April (in lieu)
> S.D.D Friday 29t May
» WA Day Monday 1t June

Term 3 - 10 weeks
Tuesday 21° July — Friday 25t September

Term 4 — 10 weeks
Tuesday 13" October — Thursday 17" Dec

S.D.D (School Development Days — Pupil Free)
and Public Holidays:

e S.D.D Monday 20t July

S.D.D (School Development Days — Pupil Free)
and Public Holidays:

e S.D.D Monday 12t October



mailto:halidon.ps@education.wa.edu.au
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

As an Early Childhood Team, we at Halidon Primary
School are guided in philosophy and practice by the Early
Years Learning Framework and the Western Australian
Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines.

Our Early childhood vision is that ‘All children engage in
learning that promotes confident individuals and
successful lifelong learners. All children are active and
informed members of their communities with knowledge
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives.’
Fundamental to this vision is the understanding that
children come from diverse backgrounds and that each
child progresses along their own unique Belonging, Being
and Becoming journey.

Figure 1: EYLF, Kindergarten
Curnculum Guidelines and the
Western Australian curriculum

Belonging — Children develop a sense of belonging as

they form trusting relationships, come to understand who they are and recognise the cultural, social and
family contexts that shape them. Strong foundations of identity are built when children feel safe, valued
and connected to their community.

Being — Children experience ‘being’ as they seek to make meaning of their world, engage with others, and
explore their immediate environments. Through everyday interactions, play, challenges and discovery,
children learn to express themselves, develop resilience and build relationships.

Becoming — As children grow, change and learn at a rapid pace, they actively develop new skills,
understandings and dispositions for learning. Educators and families play an essential role in nurturing
these emerging capabilities, supporting children to broaden their connections, deepen their understandings
and flourish during this dynamic and formative phase of childhood.

The Belonging, Being and Becoming vision is set out against 5 Learning Outcomes for Kindergarten:
1) Identity — Children have a strong sense of identity.
2) Connecting and Contributing — Children are connected and contribute to their world.
3) Wellbeing — Children have a strong sense of wellbeing

5) Communication — Children are effective communicators

At Halidon, we embrace a student-centred, play-based approach that
builds on children’s natural curiosity and their desire to explore,
discover, imagine, create and wonder. We encourage students to be
active participants in their own learning, fostering a strong sense of
agency by providing opportunities to make meaningful choices and
decisions. Our intentionally designed indoor and outdoor learning
environments allow children’s interests to guide and shape their
learning experiences. Through play-based learning, children
collaborate with others, test ideas, deepen their understandings and
cultivate a lifelong passion for learning.
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Kind ton, Cuwvniculuum Guidel

o Outcome 1:
Identity

Children have a strong sense of identity

when they are:

1.1 Feeling safe, secure, accepted and supported
(a) Building a sense of stability and trust
(b) Building a sense of belonging

1.2 Acting with increasing autonomy,

interdependence, resilience and agency

[a) Showing resilience and focusing attention

(b) Making cheoices and decisions (by themselves
and with others)

[c) Managing routines and organising self and
belongings

1.3 Building knowledgeable, confident self-

identities and a positive sense of self-worth

(a) Showing confidence in their own learning and
capabilities

(b) Displaying a positive image of self, their family,
culture and communities

1.4 Interacting in relation with others with care,
empathy and respect

(a) Participating positively as part of a group

(b) Responding to others appropriately

Outcome 2:
Connecting and Contributing

Children are connecting and contributing
to their world when they are:

2.1 Developing a sense of connectedness to

groups and communities and an

understanding of reciprocal rights and

responsibilities as active and informed citizens

(a) Developing skills for working with others
and as active and informed citizens

(b) Developing inguiry and communication
skills when exploring and connecting with
groups

2.2 exploring diversity and responding with

respect

(a) Exploring the diversity of cultures, heritages,
backgrounds and traditions to broaden their
understanding of the world

(b)

Responding respectfully to diversity

2.3 Becoming aware of fairness
(a) Developing an understanding of fairness and

how to respond to unfairness

2.4 Showing social responsibility and respect for

the environment

(a) Exploring natural and constructed
environments

(b) Investigating interactions between the

environment and its people

(c) Respecting, caring for and sustaining the

environment

Outcome 3:
Wellbeing

Children have a strong sense of wellbeing
when they are:

3.1 Becoming strong in their social, emotional and

mental wellbeing

(a) Interacting positively to form relationships and
friendships

(b) Recognising simple emotions, building
self-regulation and expressing feelings

appropriately

3.2 Taking increasing responsibility for their own

health and mental and physical wellbeing

(a) Building knowledge, skills and positive
attitudes to physical movement and mental
wellbeing

3.3 Aware of and developing strategies to support

their own mental and physical health and

personal safety

(a) Exploring ways to promote own and others’
health and safety

(b) Developing simple strategies to foster positive

mental wellbeing
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Qutcome 4:
Learning and Thinking

Children are confident and involved
learners when they are:

4.1 Developing a growth mindset and positive

dispositions for learning

(a) Building knowledge, confidence, cooperation,
commitment and persistence to foster
a growth mindset for learning

(b) Developing curiosity, enthusiasm,
resourcefulness and reflexivity

4.2 Developing a range of skills and processes for

learning and thinking

(a) Developing problem-solving, investigation and
inquiry strategies

(b) Reflecting on learning and thinking and
transferring and adapting what they have
learned from one context to another

(c) Making choices and organising self for learning

4.3 Engaging in creative and inventive ways of

thinking and doing

(a) Using experimentation, imagination and
innovation

(b) Representing ideas, feelings and experiences
in creative ways

4.4 Engaging in and extending numeracy in

personally and culturally meaningful ways

(a) Exploring and developing curiosity and
knowledge of number and algebra

(b) Exploring and developing curiosity and
knowledge of measurement and geometry

(c) Exploring and developing curiosity and
knowledge of statistics and probability

Outcome 5:
#=V/ Communication

Children are effective communicators
when they are:

5.1 Interacting verbally and non-verbally with

others for a range of purposes

(a) Building aural and oral language and active
listening

(b) Developing phonological awareness skills

(c) Conveying and constructing messages for a
range of purposes in a variety of contexts

5.2 Engaging in and extending literacy practices in

personally meaningful ways

(a) Developing understanding of purpose and
meanings of a range of texts

(b) Engaging in reading, writing and viewing
behaviours

5.3 Understanding how symbols and pattern
systems work

(a) Developing concepts of print

(b) Investigating symbols and pattern systems

5.4 Expressing ideas and making meaning using a

range of media and materials

(a) WViewing and creating with media and materials

(b) Investigating the properties of a range of
media and materials

5.5 Using digital technologies and media to access

information, investigate ideas and represent their

thinking

(a) Using tools, resources and technologies in
play, learning and thinking

(b) Developing simple digital skills

Government of Western Australia
School Curriculum and Standards Authority

i)
=C7
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BEING INVOLVED

At Halidon Primary School, we value parents as partners in
each child’s learning journey, recognising that families are
children’s first and most influential teachers.

We warmly invite families to participate in our Kindy Parent
Helper Roster, which enriches our learning programs,
strengthens home—school connections and offers a special
opportunity to witness your child’s growth firsthand. Find
the roster on our classroom door ready for you to add your
name (starting mid Term 1, 2026).

Clear and consistent communication is central to our
partnership. Newsletters are emailed to families throughout
the term. Our Facebook page provides reminders and
community updates on events. Teachers will communicate
through Compass and Seesaw to share learning moments
and any class news.

To celebrate each child’s progress, a Semester One portfolio

will be complied showcasing work samples across the five EYLF Learning Outcome areas. A formal report
will be made in Semester Two. Parent interviews will be scheduled at the beginning of Term 2 and we
hold a School Open Night in Term 3.

Throughout the year, families are invited to join a range of special events including Mother’s Day, Father’s
Day, incursions and excursions, dance concerts, parent interviews and Open Night—providing meaningful
opportunities to engage with our Halidon community and support your child’s early learning experience.

Halidads is a group of fathers and father figures who come together each term to organise fun, family-
focused activities with their kids. The annual Dad’s Camp Out is always a highlight, and the group also
hosts events such as bowling, pizza nights or iplay sessions. This inclusive, welcoming environment helps
strengthen the bonds between dads and their children,
while also providing a great way for fathers and father
figures to connect and support one another within the

'M&MQM*unﬂl /. LT '\[ avay
- = o . o7\
' school community.
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Our School Board plays an important role in shaping the
direction and success of our school community. It brings
together parents, staff and community members to
collaborate on key decisions, support school initiatives
and help create the best possible environment for our
students. Joining the school board is a great way to make
a meaningful contribution, share your ideas and help
influence the future of our school. It’s also a rewarding
opportunity to connect with other committed parents
and gain a deeper understanding of how our school
operates. Your voice and perspective can make a real
difference!
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STARTING SCHOOL

Our Kindergarten timetable aligns with the whole school, with classrooms opening at 8:35am and the school
day concluding at 3:00pm. Children enjoy recess at 10:50am and lunch at 1:10pm, along with an additional
mid-morning break known as Crunch and Sip. In Kindergarten, this is a shared experience where each child is
asked to bring a piece of fruit or a vegetable to contribute to a communal platter, encouraging healthy eating
habits and social interaction. We also ask that students bring water only in their drink bottles, supporting
healthy choices and keeping children hydrated throughout the day.

Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up

For the safety and wellbeing of all children, Kindergarten students must be brought into the classroom each
morning by a parent or guardian and will only be released at the end of the day to an authorised adult. If your
child is to be collected by someone different, please notify the teacher either by email or by recording the
details in the Class Pick-Up Communication Book, located on the table inside the classroom door. Should you
be delayed for any reason, we ask that you contact the school on 6207 2500 so we can ensure your child is
supervised and supported until you arrive.

P&C

Our P&C plays a vital role in strengthening our school community. By getting involved, you’ll have the
opportunity to connect with other families, contribute to school projects, support events and fundraising and
help shape positive experiences for our students. Whether you can give a little time or a lot, every
contribution makes a difference. Our P&C meets once per term and is always looking for new members.
Check the online calendar or school newsletters for the next meeting date.

School Contributions and Charges

. . . Recipient: Halidon Primary School
Each year, the Halidon Primary School Board reviews and
endorses our Schedule of Contributions and Charges, | Bank: ANZ
which is distributed to families at the beginning of the
school year. We kindly ask for your support in paying the | BSB: 016006
Voluntary Contribution for your child, as these funds play
an important role in helping us provide a rich, high- | Acct Number: 340951726
quality educational pr.ogram. Yoyr contribution directly Reference: STUDENT Name
enhances the learning experiences and resources

available to all students and is greatly appreciated by our
school community.
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HEALTH AND MEDICAL

Your child’s health, safety and overall wellbeing are central to our
Kindergarten program. If your child becomes ill or is involved in an
accident at school, we will contact you promptly—please ensure
your contact details are always up to date and that an alternative
emergency contact is listed. Minor injuries will receive appropriate
first aid, though this may not always involve an immediate phone
call. We ask that families keep children at home when they are
unwell, and that any health conditions or concerns are
communicated directly with the classroom teacher.

If your child requires prescribed medication, a medical form must
be completed at the front office and all medication must be
provided in its original packaging, clearly labelled with your child’s

name and the prescribed dosage. Allergies
must also be reported to the school, as an action plan may be required to ensure
your child’s safety. We ask that all food brought to school is strictly nut-free,
including avoiding any nut-based spreads or products.

The Department of Education requires all students to be up to date with their
immunisations. Proof of immunisation is requested upon enrolment, and families are asked to update
records once their child turns four. As part of our commitment to supporting each child’s development,
the School Health Nurse conducts a School Entry Health Assessment during the Kindergarten year. This
screening helps identify any physical, developmental or
psychosocial needs that may impact learning or wellbeing. Further
information is provided at the beginning of the year, and parents
are welcome to contact our School Nurse at
deborah.campbell@health.wa.gov.au with any queries.

We are also fortunate to have a Dental Therapy Clinic located on-site,
just inside the staff car park (separate from the main administration
building). They can be contacted on 9409 6362 for appointments or
advice. In addition, students have access to chaplaincy support through
the Youth Care program, ensuring that a range of wellbeing services are

available to meet individual needs.




o8 With
59 2, .
(<) @ Y @ 2
HALIDON

Primary School

PREPARING FOR KINDY

Transitioning to a new learning setting like Kindy can be a fun an exciting time for your child but can also be
a little daunting for some children. Families can support this transition by ensuring children arrive with the
required resources and gradually developing independence at
home.

Please send in the items listed on the Kindergarten Booklist at
the beginning of the year. Teachers will collect and organise
these materials for use throughout the school year. There is no
need to label individual stationery items, as they will become
shared resources within the classroom.

When selecting a school bag, please choose one large enough
to comfortably hold your child’s lunch bag, spare clothes,
jumper, library bag and note folders. A slightly larger bag
supports your child’s independence and makes packing and
unpacking easier. Each day, your child will need:

e Alarge school bag with their name clearly displayed

e A lunch box with recess included — please label

containers

e A piece of fruit or vegetable for shared Crunch and Sip

e Adrink bottle — clearly labelled

e Aschool hat — kept at Kindy during the term and sent home during breaks for washing

e A change of clothes in their bag (undies, pants/shorts/skirt/dress, top, socks) — all clearly labelled

We strongly encourage our Kindergarten students to wear the school uniform. Children are allocated a faction
and may wear their faction t-shirt as part of their uniform options. As part of our whole-school SunSmart
policy, all students need to wear a brimmed hat when outdoors. We have a reversable faction coloured hat
which are available to Kindy students through the uniform shop.

Kindergarten involves plenty of hands-on, sometimes messy learning experiences such as painting, outdoor
play and sensory activities. For this reason, a full spare set of clothes is essential. Clothing should be clearly
labelled and seasonally appropriate, with updated sizes as your child grows. Footwear should be comfortable
and safe for climbing and running. We recommend shoes with Velcro fastenings to support independence.
Please avoid thongs, crocs, slides or shoes with laces unless your child can confidently tie them.

Building independence helps children feel capable and confident as they

begin Kindergarten. Families can support this by practising simple routines

at home. Encourage your child to practise:

e Opening and closing lunch boxes, containers, zips and drink bottles

e Recognising their own belongings—bag, hat, shoes and socks

e Blowing their nose independently

e Putting on socks and shoes (Velcro fastenings are ideal)

¢ Washing hands, including turning taps on and off and using soap and
paper towels

e Using the toilet independently, including wiping and managing clothing

Developing these skills helps your child settle smoothly into the kindergarten

routine and supports their growing confidence and independence

throughout the year.
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